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     Warren County was usually one of the first counties in the Cincinnati region 
to report their election results.  Now it was after midnight, and there was a delay 
in the online results, so the Cincinnati Enquirer sent a reporter to Warren County 
to find out why.  
     The opportunity fell to Erica Solvig, an enterprising cub reporter newly 
graduated from Ohio University at Athens.  She had come to the Enquirer as an 
intern, and they had kept her on  as a staff writer.  Warren County was part of her 
beat, and she already knew all the people at the County Administration Building.  
When she got there, she was not allowed inside.  The maintenance man told her 
it was because of a òlockdown.ó 
     From her vantage point outside of the County Administration Building, Solvig 
could see ballots being brought in through the back entrance at the northeast 
corner of the building, where there is a loading dock.  This was highly unusual, it 
being around 12:30 A.M., five hours after the polls had closed.  She called the 
newspaperõs attorney, who got into contact with Warren County officials.  
Eventually the reporters were allowed inside the building, but were restricted to 
the first floor.  The Board of Elections, where the ballots were being counted, is 
on the third floor.  
     On November 5, 2004, three days after the election, Solvig published an article 
in the Cincinnati Enquirer entitled òWarrenõs vote tally walled off.ó  The subtitle 
was: òAlone in Ohio, officials cited homeland security.ó  The article, excerpted 
here, is still posted online at 
 
http://www.enquirer.com/editions/2004/11/05/loc_warrenvote05.html  
 

     Citing concerns about potential terrorism, Warren County 
officials locked down the county administr ation building on 
election night and blocked anyone from observing the vote count 
as the nation awaited Ohioõs returns. 
     County officials say they took the action Tuesday night for 
homeland security, although state elections officials said they 
didnõt know of any other Ohio county that closed off its elections 
board. Media organizations protested, saying it violated the law 
and the publicõs rights. The Warren results, delayed for hours 
because of long lines that extended voting past the scheduled 
close of polls, were part of the last tallies that helped clinch 
President Bushõs re-election. 
     òThe media should have been permitted into the area where 
there was counting,ó Enquirer attorney Jack Greiner said.  òThis 
is a process that should be done in complete transparency and it 
wasnõt.ó 
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     Warren County Emergency Services Director Frank Young 
said he had recommended increased security based on  
information received from the U.S. Department of Homeland 
Security and the Federal Bureau of Investigation in recent weeks. 
     Commissioners made the security decisions in a closed-door 
meeting last week, but didnõt publicize the restrictions that were 
made until after polls closed.  
     Typically, the Warren County Commissionersõ room is set up 
as a gathering place for people to watch the votes come in.  But 
that wasnõt done this year. 
     And despite being told that there would be an area with 
telephones set up for the media, those who tried to get into the 
building on Justice Drive were stopped by a coun ty employee 
who stood guard outside. After journalists challenged the 
restriction, reporters were allowed into the buildingõs lobby ð 
two floors below the elections office.  
     A representative of the Associated Press, which had stringers 
at every Ohio board of elections site, said no such election-night 
access problems were reported outside of Warren County. 
     County Prosecutor Rachel Hutzel said commissioners òwere 
within their rightsó to restrict building access. 
     Having reporters and photographe rs around could have 
interfered with the count, she said.  

 
     On November 10, 2004, Erica Solvig and Dan Horn published a second article 
in the Cincinnati Enquirer, entitled òWarren County defends lockdown 
decision.ó  The subtitle was òFBI denies warning officials of any special threat.ó  
The article, excerpted here, is still posted online at  
 
http://www.enquirer.com/editions/2004/11/10/loc_warrenvote10.html  
 

     Warren County officials, facing scrutiny of their decision to 
lock down the administration building on election night, say 
they were responding to a terrorist threat that ranked a ò10ó on a 
scale of 1 to 10. 
     The information, which Commissioner Pat South said was 
previously deemed confidential, is coming out a week after the 
public was barred from viewing the Warren County vote count. 
The Ohio Secretary of Stateõs office doesnõt know of any other 
county in the state to impose such a restriction. 
     County officials initially said they feared that having 
reporters and photographers present could interfere with the 
ballot counting.  They subsequently cited homeland security 
concerns. 
 
 
 

2 



     Now, they say an FBI agent told them that Warren County 
ranked a ò10ó on a terrorism scale.  However, state and federal 
homeland security officials said  Tuesday they were unaware of 
any specific threat against the county. 
     County officials locked down the administration building on 
Justice Drive after the polls there had closed.  Officials say  
having both a polling place and the board of elections in  one 
location increased security concerns. 
     County board of elections officials had compiled a list of 
people who were approved for after -hours access, but that list 
didnõt include reporters. 
     Besides locking the doors, the county had two pickup tr ucks 
out front, police in the building, and a bomb -sniffing dog.  
     Frank Young, the countyõs emergency services director, said 
he recommended the security precautions after getting 
information from an FBI agent during a conversation about 
general Election Day threats. Young refused to identify the agent 
Tuesday. 
     Officials at the FBI, which oversees anti-terrorism activities in 
southern Ohio, said they received no information about a terror 
threat in Warren County.  
     òThe FBI did not notify anyone in Warren County of any 
specific terrorist threat to Warren County before Election Day,ó 
FBI spokesman Michael Brooks said. 
     A spokeswoman for Ohioõs top homeland security official, 
Public Safety Director Ken Morckel, knew of no heightened 
terror warn ing for either Warren County or any other Greater 
Cincinnati community on election night.  

 
     On November 16, 2004, Erica Solvig published a third article in the Cincinnati 
Enquirer, entitled òReleased e-mails show Ohio lockdown pre -planned.ó  This 
article is no longer available at www.enquirer.com.  By entering the right key 
words in a search engine I was able to find it at  
 
http://portland.indymedia.org/en/2004/11/303837.shtml  
 
     The article states, in relevant part: 
 

     Warren County has drawn na tional attention for its election 
night problems, from three -hour -plus lines at the polls to locking 
down the administration building during the vote count because 
of terrorism concerns. 
     County Commissioner Pat South has said the decision to lock 
the doors election night was made during an Oct. 28 closed-door  
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meeting (the Thursday before Election Day). But in e-mailed 
memos dated Oct. 25 and Oct. 26 -- released Monday after an 
Enquirer public records request -- other county officials were 
already detailing the security measures, down to the wording of 
signs that would be posted on the locked doors. 
     òI donõt think thereõs a discrepancy,ó Emergency Services 
Director Frank Young said Monday of the e -mail conversation 
with Building Services Direc tor Jake Jones. òPart of that is the 
planning process.ó 

 
     On July 18, 2007, I spoke with Erica Solvig by telephone.  I explained that my 
book is eyewitness history, and that I needed to confirm with the eyewitnesses 
anything I did not observe myself.  She told me that she stands behind her 
articles, every word.  
     To recount the timeline, the Emergency Services Director and the Building 
Services Director were discussing the planned lockdown of the County 
Administration Building seven and eight days be fore the election.  The County 
Commissioners, behind closed doors, approved the lockdown five days before 
the election, but did not publicize the restrictions until after the polls closed.        
The purpose was to prevent reporters and others not òapprovedó by the Board of 
Elections from observing the vote count.  All of this was done in the name of a 
non-existent òterrorist threat.ó  There is a word for this sort of behavior.  It is 
called òconspiracy.ó 
     On December 13, 2004, the Columbus Free Press published the following 
commentary: 
 

In Warren County, where election officers declared a homeland 
security emergency on Election Day, and barred reporters and 
others from watching the vote count, it now has been revealed 
that county employees were told the  previous Thursday they 
should prepare for the Election Day lockdown.  That disclosure 
suggests the lockdown was a political decision, not a true 
security risk.  Moreover, statements also describe how ballots 
were left unguarded and unprotected in a wareho use on 
Election Day, and they were hastily moved after county officials 
received complaints. 
 
http://www.freepress.org/departments/display/19/2004/985  

 
     In May 2005, in its newsprint edition, the Columbus Free Press published an 
article by Bob Fitrakis containing a section entitled òWalled off in Warren 
County.ó  The article presents the following revelations: 
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     The Free Press is printing for the first time a hand-drawn 
map from an employee of the Warren County government.  
The employee, who wishes to remain anonymous for fear of 
retaliation, communicated to the Free Press thoughts on what 
happened on Election Day in the county that received national 
attention by declaring a òhomeland security alertó while the 
votes were being counted. 
     With the media and independent election observers òwalled 
off,ó as the Cincinnati Enquirer described, the employee claims 
that òsome ballot boxes were taken to the holding areaó where 
they were not monitored by election officials.  The Warren 
County employee referred to the person supervising the 
unauthorized warehouse as a òRepublican Party hack.ó 
     The employee is concerned that it would have been easy to 
òstuffó the ballot boxes or that òsignatures could have been 
forged in the unauthorized holding area. ó 

 

 
 

PLATE 13.  A hand -drawn map from an employee of the Warren 
County government, showing the Building Services Storage Facility 
where voted ballots were taken and held for three hours under the 
supervision of a òRepublican Party hackó before being brought to the 
Board of Elections and run through the tabulator by a representative 
of Triad Government Services, Inc., the voting machine vendor.  
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     The òhand-drawn map given to the Free Press showing the unauthorized 
warehouse where ballots were taken in Warren County,ó though crudely drawn, 
proves highly accurate when compared to a Google Earth satellite image.  True 
north is at the top of the map.  The irregular shape of the County Administration 
Building is clearly depicted.  The front door where òvoters and public enteró is 
on the southeast side of the building.  The loading dock is shown at the northeast 
corner of the building.  Across the parking lot, to the northeast, is the òholding 
area,ó (the unauthorized warehouse), identified as the òBuilding Services Storage 
Facility,ó located between the Health Department and the Sheriffõs Department.  
The Google Earth image shows the unauthorized warehouse to be conveniently 
located 250 feet from the loading dock.  At the entrance to the loading dock is the 
òballot box check-in tentó which the Free Press reports was òerected 
temporarilyó to count the ballots.  òIf Warren County was under a state of 
emergency,ó asks the Free Press, òthen why werenõt any metal detectors 
engaged?ó 
 

 
 
PLATE 14.  A Google Earth image showing the same territory 
covered in the hand-drawn map.  The Building Services Storage 
Facility is 250 feet northeast of the loading dock for the Warren 
County Administration Building where the Warren County Board of 
Elections offices are located.  Under cover of a fake òhomeland 
security alertó planned a week in advance, reporters were barred 
from observing the vote count . 
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